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“Don't focus on the scoreboard.
Focus on people, not outcomes.
Focus on character and teamwork development,
and the scoreboard will take care of itself.”
John Wooden

Celebrations — March Birthdays
Toni— Andi — Lindsey — Erika

March Unified Board Meeting

A) Approved Laurie Douglas as HS Math Teacher for the 26-27
school year.

B) Approved hot lunch price increase by 10 cents;

Breakfast $2.25
Prek — 4" $2.95
5-12 $3.20
Adults $4.45
Milk $0.70

C) Approved Becky Follmer as substitute teacher.

Jack Moles, outgoing President of the NRCSA (Nebraska Rural
Community Schools Association) spoke at the meeting and pre-
sented about the NRCSA. Also present was incoming President
Paul Sheffield.

Daycare Report

Reminder, there is a State funded tax credit program that will allow
your state tax dollars to basically be funneled to your local daycare
and the state reimburses. See Adam Bruning at the Bruning Bank
for details.

Transportation Report Getting on the waiting list for:

14 passenger mini bus.

42 passenger to replace Chris’s bus.

2-10 passenger vans.

The delivery time is 3 months to a year +.

Buildings and Grounds Report

Still getting estimates on hail damage to the Bruning buildings.

Beginning phase of Daycare expansion.

First step, cut down the trees. 3 in front and 1 in back.

The one in the back is being removed for safety reasons.
News

Getting estimates on new weight equipment for the Davenport
building.

Had to get a new freezer for DeEtta in the Davenport kitchen.
$7,500.

We are planning on going to two SPED teachers in the Davenport
building next year. The case loads of SPED students continues to
increase, not just in Davenport, Nebraska, but everywhere.

New Facility Update
The building and grounds committee’s from Bruning-Davenport

and Shickley met and toured facilities on March 21%.

Help Wanted:

Head HS Grils Basketball Coach
JH Social Studies Teacher

Financials: Ending 2-28-25 25-26 24-25 23-24
Budget 6,136,594 5,962,246 5,387,784
YTD expenditures 2,789,000 2,621,000 1,249,000
Last month 462,000 400,000 349,000
% Budget remaining (6 months)  54.5% 56.0% 58.25%
Davenport Building Fund 485,000

Bruning Building Fund 338,000

Depreciation Fund 1,091,000

Davenport Activity Fund 217,000

Bruning Activity Fund 242,000

Nutrition Fund 246,000

(Fiscal year Sept 1 — Aug 31)

Committee’s:

Americanism

BDEA

BDS Coop

Calendar

Comm Outreach

Daycare

Discipline

Build/Grounds

Frontline

Grant

ILCD

MTSS

NCIS
Certified
Classified

Safety

Steering

Tech Website

Transportation

Wellness
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From the Principal’s Desk

It’s hard to believe we are already in the fourth quarter of the school year! Our students continue to impress us
with their hard work and dedication. The Quiz Bowl teams have been actively competing and showing great
teamwork and knowledge at each event. Our 4th grade students had the exciting opportunity to visit the State

Capitol.

Meanwhile, the Junior High Track season is in full swing, and our athletes are building both skills and sports-
manship. Some of our Junior High students also participated in the ESUS Robotics Competition in Beatrice,
while our Reading Rally team had the chance to showcase their reading and problem-solving skills at the

ESUS5 Reading rally.

In addition, Our Junior High students attended the Thayer County Health Fair alongside peers from Thayer
Central and Deshler, gaining valuable insights into health and wellness. We are so proud of all of our students
and the ways they continue to represent our school as we finish the year strong!

Melinda Kerwood - Principal, Davenport Building

Last month, I talked about helping others in need, little by little to change the world. Last month, we saw the
state of Nebraska start on fire. We saw neighbors and strangers alike come together to help those in need. This
concept is nothing new to the Bruning-Davenport school district. Just last month, we gathered 1,100 pounds of
food and supplies for the Blue Valley Action, and we continue to collect pop-can tabs to donate to the Ronald
McDonald House organization. This is just a glimpse of how amazing and generous our students and
community members are.

In addition to the community service we’ve been doing, our students and staff have been diligently working to
perform well on assessments and in classes. It’s always exciting to see how much growth the students have
shown, not only on academic assessments, but as individuals. We will celebrate our improvements and

growth!

The month of April is always a busy one, with spring activities and athletic events. Our track and golf teams
are going strong and have started competitions. I have the honor of helping a few days a week with the track
team, and it’s exciting to see our athletes firsthand work so hard to reach their goals. Our students are also
practicing to prepare for the spring music concert, which will be held on May 4 at Bruning. (This is a change
from the initial schedule.) A few other reminders: there will be an early dismissal on April 2 and no school on
April 3-6 for Easter break. We also do not have school on April 24 due to a teacher in-service.

I hope you all enjoy your month of April, even if it does speed past! Have a blessed Easter!
Mrs. Kowalski

Principal, Bruning Building




April is Occupational Therapy Month! '

Did you know school-based occupational therapists help students succeed both inside and
outside the classroom? School-based OT supports children in developing the skills they
need for learning, independence, and participation—like handwriting, fine motor skills,
sensory regulation, self-care, and social engagement.

By working alongside teachers, families, and other professionals, occupational therapists
help remove barriers so every student can access their education and reach their full
potential. It's not just about academics—it’s about helping kids thrive in their everyday
school routines!

If you have concerns about your child’s development or school performance, you’re not

alone—and support is available! .

If you think your child may benefit from an occupational therapy evaluation in the school
setting, the first step is to reach out to your child’s teacher or the school’s special education
team.

Parents have the right to request a formal evaluation at any time. Putting your request in
writing can help start the process. From there, the school team will guide you through next
steps, which may include meetings, consent, and assessments to better understand your
child’s needs.

Early support can make a big difference in helping your child succeed and feel confident at
school!

#0OTMonth #SchoolBasedOT #ParentSupport

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Grade | Name Date \ ‘ Grade| Name Date

3 Hudson | Wallace 6 ) Staff | Lacey | Wagner 13
oy J . :

PreK Boone | Thomas 7 PreK | Hendrix | Gollin 14
7 Lauren | Lahners 8 \‘ ) PreK | Boone | Bentley 15

PreK | Maddox | Houchin 8 \ ) 8 Elayna Gollin 24
1 Elsie Strong 10 J | ) PreK | Lanelle | Brinegar 27
9 Nevaeh | Gollin 12 T \-/‘) 4 Clara Soukup 29




Counselor’s Corner

What a busy month we have had in March!! K-5" grade have started Unit 4 in the Second Step program.
They will be learning problem-solving skills that reduce impulsive behavior, improves social competence and
friendships. The skills that are taught are designed to build students” ability to handle interpersonal conflicts
effectively. Students capable of calming down and solving their own problems are more successful in school
and in their interpersonal lives. Please be working on the Home Links!

6"-8" have finished the Middle School Second Step Program Trial and shared they enjoyed the lessons and
how relatable they are to teenagers. They have also been reading and learning from articles from our
Scholastic Choices magazines. The 8" grade will be going on a tour at Southeast Community College in
Lincoln. 5"-8" grade attended the Thayer County Health Fair which we hosted in Davenport.

The Juniors finished their last test, the ACT, on March 24th! They were pretty excited to be done! The
Sophomores attended the “Connecting the Dots” program with other Thayer/Jefferson County Schools on
March 10™ at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds. Many 9"-12" grade students attended Actions Day on March
18", The Sophomores will be taking the PreACT the morning of Apnl 15" Everybody is counting down the
days, Seniors are finishing ,

scholarship applications, and many
events to come! Pictured are from
the events the students were involved
in.

Thanks again for all that you do in
supporting your child and teachers!

Marci Reinsch

mreinsch(@bdstorm.org
K-12 School Counselor







Robotics Competition 2026

Twelve students represented Bruning-
Davenport at the ESU #5 Robotics e
Competition in Beatrice on March 10th. ™%
The new wrinkle to this year's
Erepar‘a‘rion was students building
ridges with 3D printing pens & driving
their robots & trailers back & forth
across it to complete a task. This was a £

LI
!

timed event. No pressurel 7 Next
they did a "pop up" challenge where
they coded lights to flash in different
colors & sequences and coded a
keyboard to play songs they had to
name, complete with note values. Sumo
rules Battle Bots, which is the ot S :
students' (& let's be honest...also the coach's) favorite, were a great way to end the day!
Congratulations to our school's teams of Carter V., Paisley F., Kcﬁeb F., Mylah S., Rustin O.,
Henry L., Cole K., Barrett M., Asher P., Greysen S., Gage R., & Cord M. on a great day of
competition this year! It was so fun to watch you print with both the 3D pens & 3D printer,
strategize & work together to help B-D finish high on the leaderboard!

Reading Rally Competition 2026

Aeryn P, Irelynn P., and Brynn R. combined to read the 30
required books before the ESU #5 Reading Rally on March
17th. This "quiz bowl" type competition over an assigned
reading list was put on by the school librarians of the ESU.
More than 125 students were in one room answering
questions at the same time! These students gave up their
recess time in order to practice together for the past 3
months! Congratulations on a fun morning of competition!
Thank you for representing our school!

Digital Citizenship Tip .

With some of the recent happenings surrounding the online game Roblox, parents may want to
check out this article to find out more when it comes to how the game works and what it does
to keep kids safe. https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/apps-and-platforms/online-gaming/

roblox/
ROBLOX
What's Happening @ Your Libraries

Students have been very busy reading so this month...814 checkouts and check ins have
occurred between March 2-25! Wow! As a library staff, we love to see this! Today's readers
become tomorrow's leaders :)

In addition to the spring concert on May 4 in Bruning's school gym, the book fair will be in the
school library all week! Everyone is invited to grab those summer/beach reads and enjoy
“?e’r’ring away", whether that is in person or through a book. It also helps prevent the "summer
slide" by keeping brains active & learning while not in the school building! The flyer for the fair
can be found elsewhere in this newsletter. If you use the QR code on the flyer, you can
purchase online OR enjoy a hew feature where you can see what's on the fair by using their
virtual fair preview feature. We hope to see you in Bruning at the book fair!




Oh YEAH! | am SO
\ getting my
summer reads!

All proceeds
benefit our
school
libraries!

op online here!




FFA update: To start the month of February, our four seniors: Taylor McBride, Tobby Voss, Lauryn Koch,
and Liz Hinrichs, traveled to Tri County for State Degree reviews and District Proficiency Evaluations. The
following week, a group of members attended the Feeders Banquet, where Tobby Voss was awarded one of
the scholarships, congratulations to him!

On February 17, members competed at District Welding, placing 7th out of 16 teams. Individually, Toby Voss
earned 3rd overall in GTAW, Harm Lemke placed 5th in SMAW, Taylor McBride placed 7th in O/A, and
Collin Schoenholz earned 11th in SMAW. Other competitors included Blake Miller, Kaden Dickson, and Colt

Crockett.

Next was FFA Week! We kicked it off by handing out blue and gold donuts, thanks to our FFA Alumni and
supporters. On Tuesday, members competed in the second round of CDEs at McCool. Thursday was Barnyard
Day, featuring piglets, puppies, cows, sheep, horses, chicks, and guinea pigs. We wrapped up the week with
Drive Your Tractor to School Day.

CDE Results:

Our Ag Sales team earned gold and advanced to state. Individually, Cynthia Ozenbaugh placed 1st, Lauryn
Koch 3rd, Kennedy Barney 10th, and Tobby Voss 23rd. The Food Science team of Riggins Ozenbaugh, Emma
Hoins, Eva Oltmans, and Lauryn Koch placed 6th. A second Food Science team included Letrell Houser,
Grady Holtzen, Brodrick Dunn, and Kennedy Barney. The Nursery and Landscape team of Liz Hinrichs,
Anthony Nutsch, Jacob Labenz, and Natalie Linscomb placed 6th. The Ag Mechanics team (Kyler Koch,
Brayden Philippi, Mikey Pena-Lopez, and Rylan Trapp) placed 12th. Lastly, the Livestock Management team
placed 15th, with members Tobby Voss, Taylor McBride, Anthony Nutsch, Colt Crockett, Riggins
Ozenbaugh, and Cynthia Ozenbaugh.

To start the month of March, our Plant Science team traveled to Wildroots Greenhouse in Central City to pick
up plugs, tour the greenhouse, and learn proper plant care from planting to selling. Our Junior High FFA Quiz
Bowl team also competed and did a wonderful job!

-Emma Hoins, BD FFA Reporter




FAIRBURY JR-SR HIGH SCHOOL




Bruning -Davenport Students Attend 2026 State Peer Education Conference

Kearney, Neb. — A total of 285 students and advisers representing 45 chapters from across
Nebraska gathered in Kearney on February 23, 2026 for the 2026 State Peer Education Confer-
ence. The conference theme “Grow Bold, Live Gold” highlighted student leadership, service, and
personal growth through peer education.

This year, the State Peer Officer Teams are focusing on the national program areas of Families First
and Student Body, encouraging chapters to strengthen family relationships and promote healthy
lifestyles within their schools and communities.

Chapters also participated in the Capture the Action awards, which recognize outstanding projects
aligned with the Families First and Student Body national programs. BD Students were recognized
for their Families First project: A Quilt to Valor made by Aliviah Barney and Josie Stanek. The
Student Body Project: M.I.LL.K. (Measuring & Investing Love for Kids) raised funds to provide milk for
a year at the local non-profit daycare.

The conference featured several educational sessions and guest speakers. The keynote speaker,
Trooper Tim Flick of the Nebraska State Patrol, addressed the topic of human trafficking, sharing
valuable information about awareness, prevention, and response. In a breakout session, Trooper
Flick further discussed how to respectfully support and interact with survivors without re-traumatizing

them.

Additional breakout sessions included a presentation by Team Nutrition on the nutritional value and
versatility of dry beans as part of healthy eating initiatives. Hannah Mayo of Creighton, Nebraska
presented on coping skills for teens, providing practical strategies students can use to manage
stress and navigate challenging situations.

ey _— e :
Attending from the Bruning-Davenport ~ (FEELR e (FEOL) Neswsn FeoLn remss e [
FCCLA chapter were: Josie Stanek, ; i
Aliviah Barney, Claire Lahners, Paisley
Follmer, Myla Schoenholz, and Lori
Balke- Advisor.

MR

NEBRASKA

The State Peer Education Conference
continues to provide Nebraska
students with meaningful opportunities
to develop leadership skills, promote
wellness, and make a positive impact
in their schools and communities
through Family, Career, and
Community Leaders of America
(FCCLA).




The NHS proudly sponsored and organized a successful food drive, bringing together students
from both the Middle School and High School Character Strong groups. Middle School
students walked the streets of Davenport, while High School students covered Bruning,
handing out grocery bags one week and collecting donations from the community the next
week. Together, they collected an impressive 1,100 pounds of food, which was delivered to
Blue Valley Community Action in Hebron, Nebraska. I am incredibly proud of all the students
who participated and am especially impressed with the generosity of our community’s
donations!







Kaelyn Schoenholz Attends the American Mothers Inc. Awards

On February 27, 2026, Sth-grade Bruning Davenport student, Kaelyn Schoenholz, attended the American
Mothers Incorporated luncheon at the state capital in Lincoln as part of a group of 10 students from around the
state who were finalists in the annual “What My Mother Means to Me™ essay contest. Students were asked to
handwrite a 150-word essay on this topic. This year, Kaelyn was chosen to read her essay at the Capitol for the
members of American Mothers Incorporated and Governor Jim Pillen. Each essay was judged on its merit
based on the following criteria: content was about the writer’s mother, organization, grammar and punctuation,
and creativity. For her efforts, Kaelyn received a plaque, and her essay was sent to the national contest for
judging as first in the nation.




2026 CRC JH Quiz Bowl

| S o 1

On February 18, 2026, the junior high quiz bowl i
team, comprised of the following students:
Captain Carter V., Mylah S., Shelby M., Paisley
F., and Cagney M. traveled to Meridian to
participate in the CRC Junior High Academic
Quiz Bowl tournament. The team competed
against other 6-person teams from the CRC in
the tournament. They were tested on their
knowledge of social studies, language arts,
math, science, fine arts, and current events.
Teams were pitted against one another in a
double elimination tournament format, with
Bruning Davenport heading into the finals
unbeaten. Both teams put up their best effort in
the final match with Bruning Davenport losing
the first match, in the double elimination format
to Cross County. Fortunately after regrouping in
the final match Bruning Davenport went down to the wire against Cross County in what can
only be described as an awesome match between two very closely matched teams. This has to
be one of the best matches I’ve seen in recent memory. Thank you so much to the kids for their

hard work.
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* Help @ Home .

|, Perseverance & Courage

510

~ Pop Tab Challenge ends on April 9*"!
Keep Collecting!
Thanks for all of your support!
Resilience & Grit
Learning how to move forward and to push through

any tough times or obstacles will help you grow
and get through anything life throws at you.

Positive Impacts
An individual's courage and dedication can be
contagious, be the one to impact a group positively by
encouraging them to overcome challenges together

Encouraging Growth & Skills
Being resilient gives you the ability to never give up on anything.
Whether it is a skill, concept, or way of life. Being courageous gives
you the ability be willing to try learning new things and skills.



AFLAC

AFLAC (10 Month)

American Funds Service Company
Ameritas Life Insurance

Ameritas Life Insarance (10 Month)
Blue Cross Blue Shield
Cornerstone Bank/Direct Deposit
Horace Mann Life Ins, Co.

Horace Mann Life nsurance Company
Internal Revenue Service

Nebraska Department of Revenue

Nebraska Public Employees Retirement System

Payflex Account #304734
Accelernted Receivables Solutions
American Express

Apple, Inc.

Bel-Con Refuse

Black Hills Energy

Bowman Electric, LLC

Bruning Activity Fund

Bruning Grocery Ine.

Bruning Transition Fund

Burton Enterprises, LLC

Certified Truck & Trailer Repair, Inc.
DAS State Accounting-Central Finance
Davenport Trangition Fund

DEMCO Inc¢

Diversified Safety Compliance
Dosatron Internantional LLC

Ealkes Office Plus

Bducational Service Unit #5
Educational Service Unit #6

Ernie Williamson Music Repair Shop
Fiber Platform, LLC

Flood Communications of Beatrice
Galaway's Garage

Gaylen Energy Supply

GENERAL FUND BILLS
3/9/26

187.72
148.24
400.00
390.44
104.38
78.429.76
6,612.01
466.53
450.00
60,925.86
8,020.60
43,686.86
550.00
521.07
464,78
429.00
590,00
2,235.00
2,195.00
250,00
395.55
556.00
37.00
6,005.01
317.87
206.94
5244
150.00
344.96
2,362.96
16,149.84
50.00
732.98
860.58
249,00
495.82
2,229.32

Go Physical Therapy

Hometown Leasing

IW Pepper

Katie Acton

KSB School Law, PC, LLO

Lovi Balke

Matheson Tri-Gas, Inc.

Mid American Research

Mierau & Co.

Momat, Inc.

Norris Public Power District
Nutrien Ag Solutions

Omnify Benefits

One Source

Quilt Stitches

Scholastic, Inc.

Schoot Specialty LL.C

Soliant

Straight Line Motor Works

The Hebron Journal Register

The Nebraska Signat

Village of Bruning

Village of Davenport

Voss Plumbing loc

VVS Ine-Canteen

Wells Furgo Pymt Remittance Center
Wells Fargo Pymt Remiitance Center
Wells Fargo Pymt Remittance Center
Western Oil IT LLC

Windstream

Woodward's Disposal Service Inc
Madison National Life Ins. Ce. Inc.

Payable Checks
Payroil
Total

1,322.58
2,408.00
190.99
300.00
416.50
22.26
426,38
2,291.97
491.00
1,155.89
2,335.31
50.86
75.00
69.00
128.61
44.81
59.89
7,406.28
3,362.29
115.34
60.00
469 .42
1,814.98
320.00
141.83
129.00
480.52
103.62
3,205.84
507,73
65.00
1,931.40

270,161.82
210,803.73

480,965.55




OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE REGULAR UNIFIED SCHOOL BOARD MEETING -~ The Unificd Board of
Education met in Bruning on March 9, 2026. Pursuant to laws and notices posted at Bruning-Davenport Schools,
Cornerstone Bank, Bruning Bank, Bruning Post Office, Davenport Post Office, and also published in The Hebron Journal
Register on March 4, 2026; all proceedings were taken while the meeting was open to the public,

President Baysinger called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. Unified members present were Sarah Krehnke, Ryan Miller,
Aaron Oltmans, and Brad Williams, Local board members present were Baxter Beals, Tony Norder, Ryne Philippi, Lon
Schoenholz, and Derek Shaner. Also present were Principal Ruth Kowalski, Erika Brinegar, Lori Balke, and Cammie Freitag.
Jack Moles and Paul Sheffield arrived at 8:15 PM.

Baysinger welcomed all guests, recognized the Open Meetings Act, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Sarah Krehnke moved, seconded by Brad Williams, to approve the absence of Unified member Trey Strong. (Roll Call 5-0)

The Consent Agenda included the agenda, minutes of the February 9, 2026, Unified Board meeting, Treasuret’s Report, and
the March claims, Krehnke moved, seconded by Aaron Oltmans, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
Roll Call Vote (5-0)

Principal Kerwood’s report — JH Quiz Bowl team earned 1¢ place at CRC meet ~ thank you to JH basketball coaches and
athletes for their hard work -~ Tim Reith, meteorologist, came and spent time with the 6 grade students and shared his
experience — congratulations to Kaelyn Schoenholz and Mr. Ault as Kaelyn was named the 2026 American Mothers Inc
Essay Winner for Nebraska — 4 graders went to the Nebraska State Capitol

Principal Kowalski's report — strong improvement on the high schoolers” MAP testing scores ~ elementary went to the
Edgerton Explorit Center in Aurora — Prom is April 11 in Davenpott - Speech team has districts on March 16" at Raymond
Central — State is March 28 ~ State FFA is March 25-27 and State FCCLA is March 29-31 — Character Strong classes having
been working on their community involvement and are currently doing a canned food drive from March 9-March 16 ~ Track
and golf have begun

President’s report — Buildings and grounds committee met with the architect fitm on March § to continue work on
building/facilities leasibility study. Thayer Central Community Schools has reached out and has expressed interest in meeting
with Bruning-Davenport USD to explore possible opportunities

New Business: (All motions require a roll call vote and all carried 5-0 unless noted.)
A, Williams moved, seconded by Oltmans, to approve Laurie Douglas as the High School Math teacher for the 2026-27 school
year.
B. Ryan Miller moved, seconded by Krehnke, to approve the Hot Lunch prices by $0.10; Breakfast $2,25 — Prel(.4™ $2,95 — 5-
12 83.20 - Adults $4.45 - Milk $0.70
C. Olmans moved, seconded by Williams, to approve Becky Follmer as a substitute teacher.

NRCSA representative Jack Moles discussed what NRCSA does and the opportunities it provides for rural school districts.

Miller moved, seconded by Williams, to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 pm.

Erika Brinegar, Recording Secretary
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